S. 2852

To provide increased accessibility to informati on on Federal spending, and
for other purposes.

A BILL

To provide increased accessibility to informati on on Federal spending, and
for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States
of Anerica in Congress assenbl ed,

SECTION 1. SHORT TI TLE

This Act nay be cited as the "~Federal Spending and Taxpayer Accessibility Act
of 2008'.

SEC. 2. FI NDINGS AND PURPGCSES.
(a) Findings- Congress nakes the follow ng findings:

(1) Taxpayers deserve to know how their tax noney is spent by the Federa
Gover nment .

(2) The Ofice of Managenent and Budget has devel oped a single, searchable
Internet website of Governnent grants and contracts, accessible free of
charge by the public.

(3) The Ofice of Managenent and Budget, through its Program Assessnent
Rati ng Tool (PART) system identified that al nost 25 percent of Federa
prograns it reviewed either were ineffective or their effectiveness could not
be determ ned.

(4) Billions of dollars are |ost each year through fraud, waste, abuse, and
nm smanagenent anong the hundreds of progranms in the Federal Governnent.

(5) Taxpayers work on average nore than 2 nonths of every year to pay for the
operations of the Federal Government.

(b) Purposes- The purposes of this Act are--

(1) to bring nore transparency to the spending habits of the Federa
Gover nment ;

(2) to help taxpayers understand how the Federal Governnent spends the nobney
t hey send to Washi ngton, DC

(3) to provide for better accountability in the Federal budget and
appropriations process;

(4) to give taxpayers an easy and accessible way to see how their noney is
bei ng spent; and

(5) to increase the participation of citizens in their Governnent.

SEC. 3. EARMARK TRACKI NG VEBSI TE.



(a) Internet Wbsite-

(1) IN GENERAL- Not later than January 1, 2009, the Congressional Research
Service shall create a single operational searchable Internet website,
accessi ble free of charge by the public, that allows the user to search

i nformati on on each Federal earnmark, including--

(A) the nane and location of the intended recipient of the earnark,

(B) the total dollar anmount of the earnmark,

(C the Menber of Congress who sponsored or requested the earmark, and
(D) the status of the bill to which the earmark is attached.

(2) SCOPE OF DATA- The Internet website established under this subsection
shall include data for fiscal years after fiscal year 2007.

(3) TIMELI NESS OF | NFORMATI ON- The Congressional Research Service shal
update the Internet website established under this subsection as soon as any
bill or report containing an earmark has been passed or reported by the
Senate or the House of Representatives or any comittee thereof.

(b) Definitions-

(1) EARMARK- For purposes of this section, the term earmark' neans a
congressionally directed spending item a limted tax benefit, or a linted
tariff benefit.

(A) CONGRESSI ONALLY DI RECTED SPENDI NG | TEM- For purposes of this paragraph
the term congressionally directed spending item neans a provision or report
| anguage included primarily at the request of a Menber of Congress providing,
aut hori zi ng, or reconmending a specific anpunt of discretionary budget
authority, credit authority, or other spending authority for a contract,

| oan, | oan guarantee, grant, |oan authority, or other expenditure with or to
an entity, or targeted to a specific State, locality or Congressiona
district, other than through a statutory or adm nistrative fornul a-driven or
conpetitive award process.

(B) LI M TED TAX BENEFI T- For purposes of this paragraph, the term limted
tax benefit' means any revenue provision that--

(i) provides a Federal tax deduction, credit, exclusion, or preference to a
particul ar beneficiary or limted group of beneficiaries under the Interna
Revenue Code of 1986; and

(ii) contains eligibility criteria that are not uniformin application with
respect to potential beneficiaries of such provision.

(© LIMTED TARI FF BENEFI T- For purposes of this paragraph, the term limted
tariff benefit' nmeans a provision nodi fying the Harnoni zed Tariff Schedul e of
the United States in a manner that benefits 10 or fewer entities.

(2) RECIPI ENT- For purposes of this section, the term recipient' neans the
entity designated to receive the earmark.



(3) SEARCHABLE | NTERNET WEBSI TE- For purposes of this section, the term
“searchable I nternet website' means an Internet website that all ows nenbers
of the public--

(A) to search and aggregate Federal funding for any earmark passed or
reported by the Senate or the House of Representatives or any committee
thereof, as well as an overall total by any nmethod required by subsection

(a)(1);

(B) to ascertain through a single search the total nunber and total dollar
amount of earmarks provided to a single recipient;

(C to ascertain through a single search the total nunmber and total dollar
amount of earmarks sponsored or requested by each United States Senator,
Menber of the House of Representatives, including Del egates and Resi dent
Commi ssioners, and the President of the United States; and

(D) to ascertain through a single search the total nunmber and total dollar
amount of earmarks and earmark recipients |located in each State and territory
of the United States.

(c) Notification of Delay- The Director of the Congressional Research Service
shal I, upon making a determination that the Internet website established
under subsection (a)(1l) will not be operational by January 1, 2009,

i mediately notify the Cormittee on Honel and Security and Government al
Affairs of the Senate and the Committee on Governnent Reform of the House of
Representati ves of such determ nation and shall provide the reason for the
del ay.

(d) Reports-

(1) IN GENERAL- Not later than the date that is 1 year after the date on

whi ch the Internet website established under subsection (a)(1l) becones
operational, the Director of the Congressional Research Service shall submt
to the Conmittee on Honel and Security and Governnental Affairs of the Senate
and the Committee on Governnment Reform of the House of Representatives a
report on the inplenentation of such website, including data regarding the
usage of and public feedback on the utility of the website and any
recomendati ons for inproving the presentation of the data.

(2) PUBLI CATI ON- The Congressi onal Research Service shall nmake each report
subm tted under paragraph (1) publicly available on the Internet website
est abl i shed under subsection (a).

(e) Cassified Information- Nothing in this section shall require the
di scl osure of classified information.

(f) CGovernnent Accountability O fice Report- Not |ater than June 1, 2009, the
Conptroller General of the United States shall submit to Congress a report on
conpliance with the requirenments of this section.

SEC. 4. PROVI DI NG | NFORVATI ON TO TAXPAYERS.
(a) Provision of Statement Upon Request- Beginning not |ater than October 1,

2009, the Secretary of the Treasury shall provide upon the request of an
eligible individual a taxpayer account statement for such individual.



(b) Taxpayer Account Statenent- The taxpayer account statement required under
subsection (a) shall include--

(1) the aggregate ampunt of individual Federal income tax paid by the
el i gible individual under chapter 1 of subtitle A of the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 in all previous taxable years, and

(2) an estimate of the aggregate anopunt of such incone tax that such
i ndi vidual will have paid as of the projected date of the normal retirenent
of such i ndivi dual

(c) Eligible Individual - For purposes of this section, the term  eligible
i ndi vidual' means an i ndivi dual who- -

(1) has a valid social security nunber issued by the Social Security
Adm ni stration.

(2) is age 25 or over,
(3) has filed a return of tax in any previous taxable year, and

(4) has had net incone tax liability which is greater than zero in any
previ ous taxable year

(d) Notice- The Secretary of the Treasury shall, to the maxi mum extent
practicable, take such steps as are necessary to assure that eligible

i ndividuals are infornmed of the availability of the statenent required under
subsection (a).

(e) Mandatory Provision of Initial Statenments- By not |ater than Septenber
30, 2014, the Secretary of the Treasury shall provide a taxpayer account
statenment to each eligible individual for whoma current nmiling address can
be determ ned. The Secretary shall provide with each such statement notice

t hat an updated version of such statenent is avail able annually upon request.

SEC. 5. ADDI Tl ONAL DI SCLOSURE OF FEDERAL GOVERNMENT EXPENDI TURES

(a) Additional Disclosure-

(1) IN GENERAL- Not l|ater than January 1, 2010, the Director of the Ofice of
Managenent and Budget shall include the financial outlays of all Federa
agencies on the Internet website established by the Federal Funding
Accountability and Transparency Act of 2006.

(2) I NTERNET WVEBSI TE- The infornation added to the Internet website under
paragraph (1) shall--

(A) allowthe user at least 2 different methods of searching and aggregating
the financial outlays of all Federal agencies, including--

(i) searching by agency obligation and object class; and
(ii) searching by budget function and subfunction; and

(B) allow the user to download any data received as the product of a search.



(b) Agency Responsibilities- Al Federal agencies shall conmply with

i nstructions and gui dance issued by the Director of the Ofice of Managenent
and Budget and shall provide appropriate assistance to the Director upon
request in the addition to the Internet website of the information required
under subsection (a).

(c) Scope of Data- The information added to the Internet website under
subsection (a) shall include data for fiscal years after fiscal year 2008

(d) Financial Qutlay- For purposes of this section, the term financia
outlay' means any paynent to liquidate an obligation (other than the
repaynent of debt principal) that is greater than $25, 000.

(e) Notification of Delay- The Director of the Ofice of Management and
Budget shall, upon nmaking a determination that the infornmation required to be
added to the Internet website under subsection (a) will not be conplete by
January 1, 2010, imediately notify the Commttee on Honel and Security and
CGovernmental Affairs of the Senate and the Committee on Governnent Reform of
t he House of Representatives of such determ nation and shall provide the
reason for the del ay.

(f) Report-

(1) IN GENERAL- Not later than the date that is 6 nmonths after the date on
which the information required under subsection (a) has been added to the
Internet website described in such subsection, the Director of the Ofice of
Managenent and Budget shall submt to the Commttee on Honel and Security and
CGovernmental Affairs of the Senate and the Committee on Governnent Reform of
t he House of Representatives a report on the addition of the informtion
added under subsection (a), including data regarding the usage of and public
feedback on the utility of the Internet website and any recommendati ons for

i mproving data quality and collection

(2) PUBLI CATION- The Director of the Ofice of Management and Budget shal
nmake the report submitted under paragraph (1) publicly available on the
Internet website established by the Federal Funding Accountability and
Transparency Act of 2006.

(g) Cassified Information- Nothing in this section shall require the
di scl osure of classified information.

(h) Governnent Accountability Ofice Report- Not |ater than January 1, 2011
the Conptroller General of the United States shall subnmit to Congress a
report on conpliance with the requirements of this section.



